KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY 14TH JUNE 2010 THAT COMMENCED AT 7.45PM

PRESENT: Cllr Dr. M Dixson – Chairman, 

        Councillors: D Gill, Mrs J Carrington, Mrs L Reynolds, D Styles, 

        C Timbrell, Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman, Mrs. S Webb - Clerk.  + 2

        members of the public 

Public Question Time – Audrey Palmer was present and requested to speak during item 8.

Mr Weston thanked the Chairman for his hospitality during the Scarecrow weekend and for opening his garden to those who attended the Village Party organised on Middle Common.   

M I N U T E S
	91.10.
	Apologies for absence.
Received from Councillors Mrs B Bird, J Foster & G Trickey.


	92.10.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Carrignton declared a prejudicial interest in item 6 planning application N/10/01794/TCA .  Stayed but did not vote.


	93.10.
	Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting which included the business of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 4th May 2010 previously circulated were signed by the chairman and adopted as a true record.


	94.10
	Matters Arising and actions from last minutes.
Water laying at Plough Lane & other Drainage issues in the village particularly Lower Common -   This is ongoing working progress.  It was noted that a drain cover in Church Lane needs replacing. ACTION CLLR DIXSON/GREENMAN 

Registration of land information is being sought on evidence of maintenance of areas in Kington Langley. On Going ACTION CLERK/ CLLR BIRD. 
Bollards - Middle Common Delivery and installation awaited. - to be monitored ACTION CLLR DIXSON/CLERK. 
Insurance Schedule. Now renewed at a cost of £1,459.06. 
Commons grass cutting - Wild Orchids are growing in the vicinity of Plough Hill.  Ian Hepburn - contact details for advice www.rha.org.uk/britaininbloom/index/asp. Mr Hepburn agreed to monitor the Commons and give advice.   It was suggested that this be an item for the next Annual Parish Meeting. Cllr Dixson agreed to contact him - ACTION CLLR DIXSON 

Village Pond Professional advice for reconstituting the pond was taken at a cost of £70.  This cost has been covered by Cllrs Timbrell, Dixson and Mr Atwell.  Thanks were relayed to them for this kind gesture. The final treatment has not yet been carried out and Cllr Timbrell to monitor. It was RESOLVED to cover the cost of further treatment within the budgeted amount of £150  ACTION CLLR TIMBRELL.  Cllr Timbrell mentioned that a report has been received from Richard Cripps - Garden and Estate Services Consultancy giving good advice.  This to be circulated to all members ACTION CLERK
All Weather Footpath – Completion of hard surface from Plough Hill to A350 Traffic 

Lights.  Cllr Timbrell reported that the surfacing had been completed and it was RESOLVED to make the payment to the contractor. A letter has been written to the developer of Glenhaven covering the points agreed regarding them making good the area in front of this development. 
A350 - Pedestrian safety Options of pedestrian safety were explored for crossing the A350.  A letter has been written to the appropriate Officer at Wiltshire Council asking what options would be available.  Wiltshire Council have verbally acknowledged the letter and said that they were looking into the matter. - ONGOING To be monitored - ACTION CLERK
Letter of condolence - A letter of condolence has been written to the relatives of Mr Jim Shields a former councillor who died recently. 



	95.10
	Wiltshire Council report

Cllr Howard Greenman reported on the following:
Redevelopment of Chippenham - Any further build will be by the Local Plan policy.  35000 homes are still required in North Wiltshire. It is questionable as to whether this is deliverable.  Chippenham is to have 5500 homes built but not near Birdmarsh.
Services budget - 6.2 billion pounds is to be slashed from the services budget and a lot of this will be directed to housing. A PFI scheme is due to be signed off.

New Planning policies - being put forward will be driven by Officers who will seek local knowledge.

Garden Grabbing - Not sure of its effect on North Wiltshire as many garden developments are being refused at present.

Support for Special Needs Education - A letter had been received from a Mr & Mrs Collins expressing their concerns regarding the possible cut in special needs education.  Local support is sought.

Kington Langley Tots Playing area refurbishment - The Kington Langley Playing Field Association have submitted a grant application to Wiltshire Council copied to Cllr Greenman asking for the shortfall of the cost of the tots play area refurbishments.  This is to go to the July Area Board meeting.  It was noted that the Parish Council had not been given sight of these plans or the grant application therefore would have difficulty in supporting it.  It was agreed that as the Parish Council owns the playing field it is likely that the Area Board would seek the approval/support of the Parish Council and this would be an asset towards its approval. It was RESOLVED that it be devolved to Cllr Dixson and the Clerk to request a copy of the information and give approval on the Parish Council’s behalf. ACTION CLLR DIXSON/CLERK


	96.10
	Planning
· NWDC Planning Decisions
N/09/02250/FUL - Erection of detached double garage at 2 KSM Rd, K L - GRANTED 
N/10/01160/FUL - Silage clamp & hardstanding at Whitelands Farm, K L  - GRANTED

N/10/01098/TCA -  Fell 1 Norway Spruce at Church Farm House Middle Common, K L  - GRANTED
N/10/01197/TCA - Fell 10 Leylandii at Mullion House, Ashes Lane, K L  - GRANTED 

N/10/01003/TCA -  Fell leylandii Hedge at Mullion House, Ashes Lane, K L  - GRANTED
N/10/00732/FUL - Installation of rooflight at 5 Fairleigh Rise, K L - GRANTED 
· Planning Applications for consideration
a) N/10/01402/TCA -  Fell 1 Conifer at Willow Cottage, Church Lane, K L - This application was devolved to the Chairman and on behalf of the Parish Council SUPPORTED this application. 
b) N/10/01737/FUL - Garden Shed - 1 The Barton, Upper Common, K L 

c) N/10/01794/TCA - Fell Lawson cypress trees, scots pine trees & eucalyptus tree at Sheepways, Church Lane, K L 

d) N/10/01736/TCA - Reduce conifer hedge at Highfield House, Parkers Lane, K L 

e) N/10/01730/FUL - New detached cattle & feed store shed at Lower Swinley Farm, KSM 
It was RESOLVED to support all the above planning applications.



	97.10.
	Chairman’s Business 
Cllr Dixson reported that with regards to the planning application for The Barton, there is an Officer at Wiltshire Council assigned to affordable housing and he/she was looking closely at this application with a view of providing more affordable housing.  If this is supported, it would mean that the economics of the development would be distributed meaning changes to the other houses being proposed.  Having waited some twenty years for a scheme that it can support the Council agreed that the current proposals should not be altered. ACTION CLLR GREENMAN 


	98.10.
	Kilvert Plaque

A request has been received from Audrey Palmer that consideration be given to placing a plaque/information board to mark ‘Kilvert’s’ view.  Ms Palmer was asked to give her report.  
Ms Palmer gave a brief history of Kington Langley and read from a book of poetry a poem by Kilvert.  In the poem Kilvert mentions his favourite view from a field opposite Tanners in Kington Langley that looks towards Cherhill.  
Thanks were relayed to Ms Palmer and it was RESOLVED to carry out some research to find out who owns the field in question and the gate which is in need of repair. ACTION CLLR GILL/ CLERK  



	99.10
	All Weather Footpath – Completion of hard surface from Plough Hill to A350 Traffic 
Lights.  

See item 94.10.  Thanks were relayed to Cllr Timbrell for all his time and effort he has given to this project. 


	100.10.
	Kington Langley Village Hall


Cllr Gill reported that an electrical survey was taking place.


	101.10.
	School Transport Plan

Cllr Reynolds reported that a meeting had been arranged with Sue Lear the Head Teacher of the school to discuss the comments of the Parish Council.


	102.10
	Route 91 Bus Service/Church lane
Wiltshire Council is looking for the Parish Council’s approval to use Church Lane for the 91 bus route. Cllr Dixson reported that Cllr Dick Tong, the Cabinet Member for Highways, is to address the next Area Board and he intends raising the subject of bus size during questions.  Wiltshire Council to be notified of the Parish Council’s view. - ACTION CLERK 


	103.10
	Village Hall Car Park/Mobile Library 
Cllr Don Styles reported that there had been some bad feeling regarding the mobile library using the village hall car park as the car park was in need of some repair work.  He confirmed that there was not a problem with the weight of the library bus as it was well within the limit of 7 tons and vehicles visiting the library were of a small number.  

Cllr Gill reported that during a survey of the village hall and car park the mobile library van was mentioned.  However a visit from the van once every two weeks was not causing a problem.  If some ground maintenance to the car park is required the village hall committee will get the work done.  


	104.10
	Finance
Receipts since the last meeting amount to - £1,257.56
Payments made since the last meeting amount to - £2,250.87

Transfers - none

Direct Debits - none

Balance as at 1st June 2010 - Current Account £3,338.82, Deposit Account  £32,708.72, petty cash £0 total £37,047.54.  
It was noted and supported that petty cash will no longer be kept. 
The Clerk reported that the accounts had been internally audited and that the following advice was given:

· Speak to the parish council’s insurers regarding cover for members over the age of 75.

· That cheques should only be signed by the Clerk in special circumstances.

The above points have now been taken on board.

The Audit notes read ‘In my opinion the records I have audited show that all income has been banked, all minuted creditors have been paid.  These amounts have been correctly recorded in the minutes and that clear and concise audit trails are in place. Therefore,  nothing of concern has been found’.


	105.10
	Correspondence received/actions to take

a) Community Safety Briefing Paper - Noted. 
b) Gypsy and Travellers Issues information on www.wiltshire.gov.uk/gypsyandtravellersdpd. Noted.
c) Information on a National Seminar on Common Land and Town & Village Greens at a cost of £100 per person - RESOLVED that the Clerk attend on behalf of the Parish Council. 
d) Notice of Wiltshire Council’s intention to pass a resolution for street naming. - Noted
e) Email received from a resident of Silver Street, K L - Clerk reported that this had been dealt with - Noted

f) Parking on Commons during Scarecrow Weekend - Cllr Dixson reported that he had received a complaint regarding parking on the Commons over the Scarecrow weekend making it dangerous for occupants to access their property.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the organisers of the Scarecrow weekend making them aware of this situation and to ask for precautions be put into place for next years event. - ACTION CLERK


	106.10
	Exchange of Information/Agenda items for meeting 12th July 2010.

Cllr Timbrell requested that the deterioration of the ground opposite Myrtle Cottage by the notice board be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Congratulations are to be relayed to the organisers of the Scarecrow weekend for a very successful event. - ACTION CLERK
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