KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY 15THMarch 2010 THAT COMMENCED AT 7.45PM

PRESENT: Cllr Dr. M Dixson – Chairman, 

        Cllrs. Mrs B Bird, D Gill, Mrs J Carrington, D Styles, C Timbrell, 

       Mrs. S Webb - Clerk.  + 4 members of the public 

Public Question Time – Those present explained that they were interested in planning application for Bowldown Farm and therefore the Chairman agreed to take comments/questions during this item    

M i n u t e s
	35.10
	Apologies for absence.

Received from Cllrs J Foster, L Reynolds, G Trickey and Wiltshire Cllr H Greenman


	36.10  
	Declarations of Interest

None received 



	37.10
	Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 15th February 2010 that had been circulated were signed by the Chairman and adopted as a true record. 


	38.10
	Matters Arising and actions from last minutes. 
Neighbourhood Watch Signs - Cllr Gill reported that the sign to replace the broken sign at Days Lane would cost £20.  It was resolved to cover this cost for the replacement.  ACTION CLLR GILL

Water laying at Plough Lane & other Drainage issues in the village particularly Lower Common - Cllr Dixson reported that he and Cllr Greenman had met with Officers of Wiltshire Council and visited the offending sites.  Notes and photographs were taken and the Officers agreed to examine their records after which arrange another meeting.  On Going.  - ACTION CLLRS GREENMAN/DIXSON 

All other issues are either agenda items or have now been closed. 



	39.10
	Wiltshire Council report

Cllr Greenman did not attend this meeting therefore Cllr Dixson reported on the following:
Bowldown Farm - The application is to go to the Development Control Committee on the evening of the 17th March.Cllr Dixson will speak against the application at the meeting. Members of the public present spoke of their concerns which included - the proposed access to the dwelling, the differential between business/residential uses of the access, that there is still a previous application that is still current, discrepancies between the plan and the access statement regarding access and lack of clarity.  It was agreed that Mr Coles would put in writing all these concerns to assist Cllr Dixson when speaking on their behalf.  

 

	40.10
	Planning
· NWDC Planning Decisions
N/10/00010/TCA - Metral, Parkers Lane, K L - Tree surgery to 1 Ash tree and 2 Willow Trees - GRANTED
 
· Planning Applications for consideration
N/10/00336/TCA Fell 3 Thuja Pilcata trees at Ashley Hs, Ashes Lane, K L - The Parish Council resolved to support this application
N/10/00447/FUL Erection of outdoor covered play area and climbing frame at Langley Fitzurse C of E school K L. - The Parish Council resolved to support this application


	41.10
	Chairman’s Business (Cllr Dr. M Dixson)
Cllr Dixson spoke on a letter received from the Community Governor who leads Langley Fitzurse school’s Wildlife Project.  The letter states that an association initiative is to join in the ‘Great British Elm Experiment’ promoted by the Conservation Foundation.  The aim of the project is to determine whether there are strains of Elm which are resistant to Dutch Elm Disease (DED) and which will grow successfully in the British countryside.  Young trees from stock which is believed to have the best potential to be DED resistant are being supplied during this year to registered participants who will plant out, look after, record and report progress of their trees.  The school is one of the first in the country to receive an Elm and on advice on the best position to plant the tree wish permission to plant the tree on the patch of rough ground between the copse and the Union Chapel.  It was resolved to support this initiative and give permission to plant the tree in the position the school suggests. Clerk to write to the school - ACTION CLERK.


	42.10
	Village Pond

Cllr Timbrell reported that Cllr Dixson had written a letter of thanks to Mr Cooper for clearing unwanted bulrushes and other growth from the pond.  Dr Newman has still not visited with a view to a second spraying - this is being monitored as growth has just begun and the time to spray is nigh. Confirmation of cost of second spraying (if any) still to be sought.  ACTION CLLR TIMBRELL


	43.10
	All Weather Footpath   

Cllr Timbrell reported that the PWLB had granted the loan and the money was in the Parish Council’s bank account.  There was a charge of £25 for the administration.  The contractor has been appointed following a resolution during November 2009.  The start date is 19th April and a site meeting is arranged for the 9th April.  Mr Weir the developer for Glenhaven is to be invited to this meeting.  ACTION CLERK Thanks were relayed to Cllr Timbrell and the Clerk for their time and effort in securing the funds to carry out this project.


	44.10
	Church Bend Footpath
Cllr Trickey sent in a written update which included the following:
The additional safety fence has been added to the path, although it appears that no attempt was made to reduce the slope. It is feared that this may not be possible. The invoice of £100 has been paid.  Still awaiting the invoice from Wessex Water for the notices. There needs to be some gravel at the Church Farm end of the path to facilitate easier access over the mud.  The school has yet to provide padlocks to keep the old path for use by the school only.  A letter to the Head teacher to be written requesting that this be carried out ASAP - ACTION CLERK


	45.10
	Kington Langley Village Hall

Cllr Gill reported that a meeting of the Village Hall Committee is to be held on Wednesday 17th March.  The Clerk reported that the Village Hall accounts for Y/E 2009 had been received.


	46.10
	Registration of land
The Clerk reported on the following:
An application has been made to the Land Registry to register the pocket of land in front of the Hit or Miss public house.  Unfortunately the request was denied as the Parish Council do not have Deeds of the land.  Proof of ownership is necessary - for instance who maintains it and who uses it.  The Parish Council would need to show evidence of both.  

The area is not registered and therefore the Land Registry suggested that the Parish Council continue maintaining the area but keep all receipts and after 12 years if still unregistered the Parish Council could register it.  It was pointed out that for the same fee of £40 the Parish Council could register all land in its ownership but again it would need proof of ownership or proof of use and maintenance by the Parish Council and for how long.  

It was resolved that the Clerk research old records for evidence of maintenance of the area or any other area that the Parish Council maintains and keep for evidence.  Cllr Bird agreed to research when the bench was placed on the said area.  ACTION CLERK & CLLR BIRD. 

  

	47.10
	Bollards - Middle Common
At the last meeting the Chairman reported that two of the bollards had been knocked clean off on Middle Common and he has them for safe keeping.  

The Clerk reported that a Clarence Defect Report advising that they were knocked out of the ground due to a road traffic accident on the 3rd February.  The person responsible has been contacted who said that the claim for the damage and replacement should go through her insurance company (Churchill).  They have been contacted and are now waiting for quotes for the replacement and installation of the replacements. To replace them like for like it has been quoted £58.00 each = £116.00 + VAT for the two.  A quote has been requested for fitting them.  It was resolved to devolve this issue to the Clerk.  -  ACTION CLERK


	48.10
	Finance
a) Cheques issued, since 15th February 2010 amounted to £1,140.46.  Receipts amounted to £20,375 being the PWLB loan. Transfers - £15,000 from current to deposit account.   

b) Balances as at 3rd March 2010:  Current Account - £24,338.25, Deposit Account - £6,929.91, Petty Cash - £7.64. Total - £31,275.80.  (Note that all the above debits had not been cleared nor had the transfer been processed at time to receiving the balances)
It was resolved to accept the above report as a true record. 

The Clerk reported that the cash reserves forecast for the end of financial year March 2010 is estimated at around £9,000.  An accurate figure will be produced after audit. 


	49.10
	Requests for Donations

The Clerk reported that the following requests had been received:  
a) Kington Langley Scarecrow Festival Committee - request for financial assistance towards the purchase of a marquee costing in the region of £800 - It was resolved to donate £100. 
b) Request for regular financial assistance from Kington St. Michael Shop Ltd towards the cost of the Post Point. It was resolved to donate £100. 
c) Request from the NSPCC for a donation towards their Helpline - It was resolved not to support this charity as it was favoured to donate what was left in the budget to the local requests. 
d) Request from Victim Support for a donation towards the service they provide - It was resolved not to support this charity as it was favoured to donate what was left in the budget to the local requests. 
Clerk to process all the above - ACTION CLERK



	50.10
	Correspondence received/actions to take
a) Request from the Wiltshire Air Ambulance to site a recycling clothing bank in Kington Langley - Due to there being no suitable site this request is denied.
b) Invitation to enter into the Best Kept Village competition 2010. - It was resolved not to enter into this competition. 
c) Letter from the K L Scarecrow committee requesting consent to use the Commons for this years event which is on 12th and 13th June- also request that the grass is cut in good time. - It was resolved to grant this request and the Clerk to notify the grass cutter in good time. - ACTION CLERK
d) Invitation to the Clerk from Wiltshire Council to attend a Wiltshire Council’s Flood Fair on Tuesday 14th April 2010 at Chippenham. - Clerk to attend
e) Neighbourhood Policing Teams and Neighbourhood Engagement questionnaire to be completed by 31st March - Cllr Gill to complete.
f) Neighbourhood Priorities paper - Noted
g) W C News Statement on Waste Consultation - Noted.


	51.10
	Exchange of Information/Agenda items for meeting 12th April 2010.
No information passed and no agenda item requests made. 
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