D R A F T
	MINUTES OF THE KINGTON LANGLEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD AT 7:30 PM ON TUESDAY 23rd MARCH 2010 

IN KINGTON LANGLEY UNION CHAPEL


	PRESENT:  Cllr. Dr. M Dixson (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs B. Bird, Cllr. D Gill, Cllr. G Trickey, Cllr Dr J Carrington, Cllr Mrs L Reynolds, Mrs. S Webb (Parish Clerk), County Cllr. H Greenman and 13 members of the public.



	MINUTES

	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking all for coming.    

 

	01.10
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received from:  Cllrs C Timbrell & J Foster, Mr & Mrs M Sealy, Martin & Judy Ellot Ellot, Mr & Mrs Elkins and Mr & Mrs Pattemore.   


	02.10

	MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 24th March 2009 were previously circulated.  The Chairman informed all that the minutes had been posted on the website and have also been circulated.  It was proposed by Cllr Reynolds and seconded by B Boyce that the minutes were a true record and signed by the Chairman.  


	03.10

	MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman spoke on the following:
· Church Lane - Following the recent new build, the road has been resurfaced.  A top dressing is still to be applied.



	04.10

	CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence received.


	05.10
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A warm welcome was extended to Wiltshire Councillor Howard Greenman and thanks relayed to him for the effective and energetic support he has shown.  

Welcome was also extended to Dr Jayne Carrington who was co-opted onto the Parish Council during the spring.

John Oatley Bench - It was suggested by Mary Renfree to place a bench to commemorate John Oatley’s long service to the Parish Council.  He was a councillor for 23 years and was chairman for 17 of those years.  A bench has now been sited on the corner of Ashes and Days Lane.  The Parish Council worked with the community to raise funds and contributed the residue. 
The Parish Council has worked well as a team implementing policies and projects.

Church Lane - Has now been resurfaced.  Thanks to Councillor Howard Greenman for his constant lobbying to Wiltshire Highways.

Church Bend Footpath - Now complete and an official opening is to be arranged during the spring.  Thanks to Councillor Graham Trickey for the time and effort he directed into this project.  Permission was sought from land owners one being Wessex Water and legal agreements needed to be drafted.  Thanks were relayed to Sue Webb the Parish Clerk for successfully obtaining a grant of £2,500 from the Area Board to go towards the cost of this project and the Parish Council match funded.  This is an important infrastructure for the village giving safe passage around the dangerous church bend.

Millennium Footpath - Following the success of obtaining a loan to provide the footpath during 2003, unfortunately there was insufficient funds to totally finish the top surface.   It is apparent that the top surfacing needs to be applied as the path is starting to crack and causing it to be dangerous for pedestrians.  Thanks were relayed to Sue Webb for obtaining a loan from the Public Works Loan Board to enable the path to be finished - without increasing the precept.  The work is due to be carried out during April/May.   

 Village Pond - Dr Jonathan Newman has sprayed the pond and another spray is expected.  A working party led by Councillor Chris Timbrell cleared the pond of blanket weed etc.  Thanks were relayed to Chris for his time and effort. 

Drainage Issues - There has been working progress with Councillor Greenman, Councillor Dixson and Wiltshire Council officials.  The areas being looked at are - Plough Lane by the Traffic Lights, bottom of Church Road and Upper Common.  Wiltshire Council officials have taken photographs and records and a report is awaited.  It was noted that water collects at Days Lane/Church Road.  

Planning - A reasonably quiet year.  Glenhaven development is progressing- Council lobbying has been in progress behind the scenes.  The first application was not supported and was not passed for development.  A second application was submitted and was supported following reasonable planning negotiations between the Parish Council and the developer facilitated by Wiltshire Council.  The developers are keeping the area as tidy as possible.  An agreement has been signed that once the properties are occupied, the developer is to grant the Parish Council a S106 Agreement of £7,800 for open space to go toward identified needs. The Millennium footpath qualifies and therefore as the two loans will run for a period of 2 to 3 years, this will defray the outgoings over this period.   
Bowldown Farm - This is a 17.5 acre site north of the village that was auctioned.  It is proposed to build an agricultural dwelling with an access via Byway 34.  The Wiltshire Council Planning Officer was recommending supporting this application, however, the Parish Council objected and spoke at the Development Control meeting together with Ramon Weston and Colin Coles and with Councillor Howard Greenman’s support the application was refused.   
Bollards - Two of the bollards surrounding Middle Common have been knocked out of place during a road traffic accident.  These are kept safe and will be replaced.  An insurance claim is in progress.   

Questions/Queries/Comments from the public

 Mr Steve Duffil - Thanks to Maurice Dixson and the Parish Council for all achieved during the year and he expressed delight that the Millennium Footpath is to be finished.  He also expressed his pleasure that there was to be no increase in the precept.  However asked why Kington Langley’s precept was higher that other surrounding villages.  Councillor Dixson explained that this is probably the precept had been increased when the original Millennium footpath loan had been taken out.  Also, Kington Langley is a very active village.   Councillor Betty Bird also explained that the three commons are costly to maintain.  
Mr Blair - Expressed his pleasure that Church Lane had been resurfaced, however mentioned that there were other areas in the village that needed resurfacing. Councillor Dixson explained that it took 2 years to get Church Lane resurfaced and that the other areas were not on Wiltshire Council’s high priority list.   Mr Blair also mentioned that Ashes Lane was a dangerous flooding area and should be mentioned when next meeting with Wiltshire Council officials.  This was noted.

Mr Whiley - supported the above regarding Ashes Lane flooding.



	06.10
	YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR - Councillor Howard Greenman
Councillor Howard Greenman gave thanks for the invitation to attend this evening’s meeting.  
He spoke on the following:

I have gained much knowledge of the village and its activities. Since the change to a Unitary Authority it has been a steep uphill learning kerb.  Kington Langley has been an easy parish to take on from Councillor Jane Scot.  The Parish Council is a very proactive council and its delivery is very noticeable and is very ably chaired. 
 I have been involved in issues of the parish such as planning applications, drainage and flooding also the Parish Steward scheme whose time has been taken recently with pot hole filling.  Over the past 2 months, between 400/500 pot holes are being filled each day.  

One issue that needs to be addressed is the clearing ditches.  This is the land owner’s responsibility as when hedges are cut the ditches do not always get cleared.  
I am the portfolio holder for housing and there are 2071 people on the housing list.  I am also keen on the education issue.

Members of the Council have been faced with several new challenges such as services that were shared between the District Council and Wiltshire County Council becoming the responsibility of the one council - Wiltshire Council.  Such as refuge collection.  

The set budget is going to plan despite the expected money not being realised from central government.  

Questions/queries/comments

Mr Whiley - expressed his disappointment that the waste collection policies had not been addressed and would not be until after the election.  Councillor Greenman explained that if there is a change of government, the policies may change again. 
Sue Lear - asked about the proposed housing development at Bird Marsh.  Councillor Greenman explained that if Wiltshire Council opposed the proposal it would be contrary to the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) which is a document still in current use.  The document quotes a policy that the South West need to provide a certain amount of accommodation within a certain number of years. The RSS may be withdrawn but is still in force.  There is a lot of objection to this large development proposal and the consultation period is still ongoing and ends in May.  
Mr Steve Duffil - Expressed his concern that Chippenham was looking very sad.  He asked if there were any plans to regenerate Chippenham town centre. Councillor Greenman informed him that organisations such as the Chippenham Area Board, Chippenham Community Area Partnership and Chippenham Vision are aware of this and are looking into the situation. 
Thanks were relayed to Councillor Greenman for his report.


	07.10
	Wiltshire Police Report  

P C Heather Barham spoke on the following:
There has been some positive work carried out from the Neighbourhood Policing Team and the number of calls has considerably reduced.  It is the same team as has been for the last 3 years.   The team have policed a number of events in Kington Langley such as - an Easter Egg Hunt, school speed awareness day and the Scarecrow weekend.  There is now a website for the team.  
Councillor Gill receives all the necessary information as he is the contact for the village.  
Although general crime has decreased there have been a number of jewel burglaries in the villages.  Also natural stone tile thefts.  Police are working with scrap metal dealers for any information on recent thefts of manhole covers.  Anti social behaviour has dropped.
Questions/queries/comments 

Mr Weston - Mentioned that he attempted to report deep mud on the road at Days Lane however he received no reply.  P C Barham advised that Devizes response should improve as the control room is now better staffed.  Also police are issued hand sets and therefore not so reliant on the control room.

Thanks were relayed to P C Barham for her report. 



	08.10
	PRECEPT AND FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS
 The Chairman reported that Bank Accounts as at 3rd March 2010 stand as follows:

Current account

£24,338.25
Deposit Account

£ 6,929.91
Petty Cash
£7.64
Total

£31,275.80
The above figures include a loan recently taken on to complete the millennium footpath.

The Precept last year (20092010) was set at £19,038.  Having carried out all necessary duties such as keeping the 3 commons maintained, completing the Church Bend footpath, and giving of grants/donations to local organisations, the estimated forecast for reserves at the end of the financial year is around £9,000.  This is above the expected figure due to VAT returns from invoices paid during 2008/2009.  It is the Parish Council’s aim to increase these reserves once the original public works loan is paid in approximately 2 to 3 years time. 

The precept is now set for 2010/2011 at £19,038 - a stand still precept.    


	09.10

	LYTES ALMSHOUSES, KINGTON St. MICHAEL, REPORT

Cllr. Mrs. Betty Bird, as Chairman of the Almshouses Trust Committee Reported the following:

All 6 Alms houses are now occupied and weekly maintenance charges are coming in regularly.  Improvements have been continuing.  Following the extensions to the 2 end houses last year, showers have been installed in 2 and fitted out kitchens in another 2 houses and all have now been modernised including electric junction boxes.  Secondary glazing is now being fitted to lead lighted front windows.  
The Chairman added that the Almshouses fulfil a very important social purpose and serve Kington Langley as well as Kington St. Michael.  There is in fact one long term resident of Kington Langley now occupying one of the Almshouses. 

Thanks were relayed to Councillor Bird for her report.  


	10/10
	LANGLEY FITZURSE SCHOOL
Mrs. Sue Lear the School Head Teacher thanked all for inviting her to the meeting and reported on the following:

There have been staff changes - the appointment of a Finance Officer to replace Carol Brewer who has worked at the school for 12 years and a new Chair of Governors was appointed to replace Keith Burton.  Keith and I worked well together and we both shared the same aim to put the children before anything. 

The physical environment of the school has also seen some changes - relocated and refurbished some of the rooms to make best possible use of the space and the area outside the reception classroom is undergoing an extensive facelift to provide up to date equipment for our youngest pupils.  This includes a flower and vegetable bed, a digging patch a sandpit that converts into an outdoor stage and a large wooden climbing area.  
Two Parish Councillors Councillor Jayne Carrington and Lindi Reynolds have been involved in the School Travel Plan.  The plan aims to reduce the number of unnecessary journeys to and from school by car through a range of strategies such as increased car sharing and encouraging more children to walk or cycle to school.  A drop off zone is also being explored.  The Travel plan has now been submitted to Wiltshire Local Authority and if accepted will release funding for to provide a sheltered waiting area for parents and pupils.  Lindi Reynolds has been a great asset towards this scheme.

A recent project is the development of the copse between school and the Union Chapel.  Permission has been granted by the Parish Council to plant an Elm sapling to replace the many that have been lost in Britain over the years.  This came about by Anne Dixson taking an interest and registering the school to take part in the Great British Elm Project.

The school has had a busy, exciting and successful year and I am hopeful that we can forge even stronger links with our village community in the years to come.

Questions/queries/comments

Mr Sanderson - Good news on the travel plan - What responses were received to village parking.  Sue Lear explained that there were mixed responses, some for and some against.  Some children from outside the village attend the school therefore need to be transported.   

It was commented that parked cars slow traffic down as the village is used as a rat-run.

Betty Bird - Commented on the cars that are often parked on the dangerous Church Bend.  Sue Lear mentioned that P C Barham makes random visits to keep people aware of the dangers.  

Thanks were relayed to Sue Lear for her report.


	11.10
	RIGHTS OF WAY REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:

Path 34 a ‘Byway’ is the most used of all our Rights of Way and, continually I get feedback referring to ‘dog mess.’ It is a legal requirement that persons walking dogs remove and carry away dog droppings, also that dogs should be under control at all times. 

Path 34A has been cleared of much vegetation and there is possible further action in respect of drainage.

Path 4 has also been a problem of dogs at Morrell Cottage and the police have been involved. The path runs from Plough Lane to Jacksom’s lane past Morrell Cottages (now one dwelling), not behind a garage (which did not exist when the path was initiated).

We do appreciate the effort put in by landowners who maintain access to Rights of Way over their property. Conversely we may need to take action where landowners restrict or bar or make it difficult to access what is a Right of Way.

Any problems can be addressed to me on 750089 or dennis.gill@kingtonlangley.org 
Thanks were relayed to Councillor Gill for this report.

 

	12.10

	NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:
I attend meetings four times a year in Chippenham so that we can be kept in the information loop regarding latest NHW news etc.
During this last year the Parish Council has spent some £60 in placing and renewing NHW signs, this is the first spend by the Council on your behalf since the NHW scheme was implemented more than twenty five years ago.
NHW is not the same as Neighbourhood Policing. NHW rely on local residents having local knowledge of the area making a small contribution to village wellbeing; policing on the other hand is a team of one constable and two Police Community Support Officers (if available) covering Chippenham Rural Villages operating out of Corsham. Although the rural NPT teams have been reduced from two to one, they have maintained a continued presence over the larger area, and have been of assistance with various problems.

I continue to communicate with our few scheme co-ordinators so that any important information reaches them as early as possible; for the village I communicate via the Village Magazine and Web Site.
Thanks were relayed to Councillor Gill for this report. 




	Camping and Caravans - Last year we hired the field out to the Folk Camps Society during the August Bank Holiday weekend and to the Wiltshire Caravan Club during the weekend of 26 / 27 September.  We charge £5 per camping unit per night. In each case there were between 30 / 40 units.

Vandalism - We have had less vandalism this year. However, we still have the occasional car driver breaking the chain and using the field as a race track. We are considering how best to improve the access security to the field. Maybe a gate of some sort, subject to expense.
Financial Status - A copy of the most recent Audited Accounts is submitted with this report. At present we have a balance of £9,311.66.  Money collected for the refurbishment of the Tots Play Area (£7,618.12) has been “ring-fenced” for that specific purpose, leaving a sum of £1,693.54 as working capital.
Thanks were relayed to Mr Boyce for this report and the Chairman wished him well in getting grant aid.

Mr Anderson mentioned that the Tennis Club were looking for new members and is wishing to have the court re-surfaced.  This will cost in the region of £10,000 and £5,000 has been raised to date. 

	

	14.10
	VILLAGE HALL REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:
 I start this year by thanking the Committee, who are also Trustees for all the hard work, on a voluntary basis, they put in to run and maintain the hall for the benefit of the village.

The Hall has had another successful year, maintaining a high level of usage. 
During the year we:

 applied for and obtained an alcohol licence, which enables us to reduce the need for Temporary Event Notices, made a grant to the Playing Fields of £1,000 toward the second part of the Children’s’ area refurbishment and initiated a sub committee to look at further improvements and up dating of the hall and car park. 
The financial year has been changed from April to March to January to December to fit in more with our users who prefer a Calendar year approach to booking, etc. Our healthy financial position due to regular income, grants and 200 Club has enabled the Parish Council to withdraw the annual £650 grant from the 2010-11 financial year and subsequent years.  
A number of village events have been put on over the past year, some more successful than others, plus those put on by our regular users.

The hall is a member of the Wiltshire Village Halls Association.

200 Club (new short title for the Village Hall Appeal Fund), has managed to increase its subscribers from 184 to 189. My thanks to those who collect the subscriptions on an annual basis.
Thanks were relayed to Councillor Gill for this report.


	15.10
	Any Other Business

Mr Whiley mentioned that the Millennium footpath does not give safe passage through the whole of the village due to the problems of crossing the A350.  There is not pedestrian safe crossing provided.  Councillor Howard Greenman mentioned that the entry into Chippenham was being reviewed from this approach and said it would be worth looking into in more detail.  The Chairman added that the Parish Council would discuss the issue of pedestrian provision at the A350 traffic lights.
Mr Whiley also mentioned the dangerous driving through the village.  The signs that are in situ are not recognisable.  This was noted and the Chairman mentioned that possible 20mph speed restrictions had been mentioned as a possible solution.  However the School Travel Plan may ease the situation when put into force.



	
	CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairman thanked John Schofield for the use of the Chapel, Sue Webb for the past year of support, the Parish Council for good effective team work and to all for coming this evening.


Meeting closed at 9.22pm 
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