D R A F T

	MINUTES OF THE KINGTON LANGLEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD AT 7:30 PM ON TUESDAY 24th   MARCH 2009 

IN KINGTON LANGLEY UNION CHAPEL


	PRESENT:  Cllr. Dr. M Dixson (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs B. Bird, Cllr. D Gill, Cllr. D Styles, Cllr. G Trickey, Cllr C Timbrell,  Mrs. S Webb (Parish Clerk), County Cllr. Mrs J Scott and 32 members of the public.



	MINUTES

	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking all for coming.  He gave a warm welcome and introduced the new Clerk Mrs Sue Webb to the community.  Thanks were relayed to Mr Peter and Mrs Sue Hart for all the time and energy they had both directed to the Parish Council.  Peter as Chairman and Sue and Clerk.  A warm welcome was extended to Councillor Lindi Reynolds who joined the Parish Council recently and thanks were expressed for the services of Mrs Valerie Giles who recently stepped down.  

 

	01.09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received from:  Mr & Mrs M Sealy, Martin Ellot, Mr & Mrs D Hume, Mr & Mrs S Duffill 


	02.09

	MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on Tuesday 25th March 2008 were previously circulated.  The Chairman explained that the minutes would not be read out as in previous years as this was very time consuming.  It was proposed by Mr Finn and seconded by Councillor Styles that the minutes were a true record and therefore signed by the Chairman and adopted as a true record.


	03.09

	MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman spoke on the following:
· Church Lane new build – Still not concluded and the Parish Council are aware of the poor state of the road.  This is being carefully monitored and has been taken up with the County Councillor.

·  Village Erosion Project – Now completed Thanks were relayed to those councillors involved.
· Village Pond – Dr Jonathan Newman has sprayed the pond recently for the second time and he is satisfied with progress of the treatment.  A working party is to be set up to carry out necessary actions relating to the pond.  Anyone interested please contact Cllr Timbrell on 01249 750788.  

· Road side Verges – The condition of these are being monitored in order to decide on appropriate action.  

A member of the pubic mentioned that the hedges had been cut this season and had been left in a better condition than last year.  

 

	04.09

	CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence received.


	05.09
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Cllr. Dr. Maurice Dixson gave the following report:
(a) Mr Peter Hart – Sat on the Parish Council from May 2002 to January 2009.  Peter was very active in the success of the new speed limits being reduced through the village from 40 to 30mph and 40mph at the Great House was also introduced; before there was just the standard limit right from Sutton Benger through to Chippenham.  The Commons Erosion project which is now completed was launched by Peter and the project is a success.  Our thanks and gratitude are relayed to Peter
(b) Mrs Sue Hart – Carried out the duties of the Parish Clerk from October 2004 to February 2009.  Sue holds a very impressive record in obtaining project grants to the sum of £29,000 in total for the Parish Council.  These covered – a bus shelter opposite the Hit or Mill public house, towards the erosion project, resurfacing of the childs play area.  Our thanks and gratitude are relayed to sue.
(c) Val Giles – retired from the Parish Council February 2009.  Val was very active in liaising with the County Council’s Parish Steward and dealt with the filling of many pot holes as well as other highway maintenance.  Also responsible for bulb planting in the village and her contribution towards planning applications were always useful with a view from a disabled persons perspective.   
(d) Lindi Reynolds was welcomed to the Parish Council who replaced Peter Hart.  A vacancy had now been created through the resignation of Val Giles and the co-option process will commence in early April.  
(e) Planning Applications – During the year there had been three controversial applications. 
i) Church Lane New Build – The developers should restore the lane damaged by the works carried out.  Resurfacing of Church Lane had not been included in the schedule of works for the next financial year even though it had been agreed that this should be carried forward.  The Parish Council is monitoring this situation together with the County Councillor Mrs Jane Scott as it is felt that sufficient consultation with the local representatives of the Parish Council had not been carried out.
ii) The Bartons – Plots to be developed and re-sold.  The application had lapsed but again, this is being monitored.
iii) Glenhaven, Bottom of Plough Lane – The first scheme was refused however the second scheme was supported at the Development Control Committee.  The chairman expressed his concern that often when an application comes to the Development Control Committee the problem often lays with the Officers recommendations.  A final decision on this application is still awaited due to a decision on a 106 agreement.  County Councillor Mrs Jane Scott has been asked to look into this issue.
The Chairman stressed that when Parish Council/community representatives attend a Development Control meeting they must be proactive. 
(f) Village Pond – Thanks were relayed to Cllr Chris Timbrell for his activity on this project.  As mentioned above, the pond has been treated and a report had been produced giving advice on planting.
(g) An opportunity had arisen to build a new footpath to cover the dangerous bend by the church.  The Council are in receipt of the necessary agreement and the next step is to conclude this legal agreement.  The project will be given high priority because of its safety aspect.  A budget has been set to cover this project. 



	06.09
	YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Scott started by mentioning that there should be no change regarding planning procedure during the interim period of 1st April to 4th June when new councillors will be elected and the DCC should run as usual by the implementation team.  When the community or the Parish Council feels that a planning application should be called to committee, this is to be done through the newly appointed unitary councillor however she stressed that the local Parish Council should be made aware of public opinion so it can give support.  

The chairman mentioned that often the problem lies with the officials who do not consult with the local Parish Council enough and that unitary is a good time to introduce a better culture.  

County Councillor Mrs. Jane Scott addressed the meeting explaining that the past year had inevitably been dominated by the continuing transition to one council.  She mentioned that as 1st April approaches the Wiltshire Council’s main considerations have been twofold.  To ensure there is no interruption to all services across the county and to ensure that as many of our residents as possible are aware of the change and know how to access the services needed.
Regular meetings have been held by the implementation Executive team who are responsible for overseeing the transition.  One of the most difficult tasks has been to determine a budget for the next financial year and the economic down turn has had its effect.  The biggest problem being the receipt of the lowest general grant from central government of any county area.  Therefore this resulted in an unavoidable increase in council tax. 
Despite the considerable pressures on the Council and its officers, over the past year due to the transition, the Council retained its 3 Star status from the Audit Commission and she considered the Council to be improving well.

The year ahead will be a testing one and it will be exciting times for local government in Wiltshire.

Councillor Scott mentioned that after June 4th and after 12 years representing Kington Langley Parish Council she is sad that she will no longer be representing Kington Langley.  She continued to say that she represents 16 parishes and noted that Kington Langley was a parish that delivers.  A vote of thanks was relayed to Councillor Scott for all her support over the past 12 years. 

A copy of the full report can be obtained from the Clerk.

 

	07.09
	COMMUNITY FIRST

Marion Rayner of Community First spoke on the benefits of producing a Parish Plan.  20% of parishes have a parish plan.  It is a plan that the community wish to see for the future 5 to 10 years.  It covers issues that are of concern to the parish – such as:  built environment, crime, education, employment tourism, traffic, climate change and much more.  It is usually produced as a booklet but can be in the form of a detailed report.  A Parish Plan could help influence the future of the community, demonstrate what the community needs – however it is not a legal document.  Preparing a Parish Plan involves consulting widely in the community, talking to potential partners and agencies outside the parish and setting a realistic and achievable action plan.  A plan is led by a steering group of parishioners plus 1 or 2 parish councillors.  The steering group should comprise of 8 to 15 people.   The timescale is approximately 18 months and the plan would need updating regularly.  Community First can help with the initial setting up of a steering group and would willingly give advice.  Funding is needed for room hire, refreshments, publicity, printing, stationery etc would probably total £1000 to £3000.  Grants of up to £500 are available from Community First.  
More information can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.

Thanks were relayed to Marion Rayner for her time.  



	08.09
	YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
District Councillor Ms. Sherry Meadows was unable to attend the meeting 


	09.09
	WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORT
PC Heather Barham mentioned that there were two new Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) and it is intended that they patrol the village more often.  However she stressed that they now have a larger area to cover.  All PCSOs and she will be given a definite area to patrol and she is trying to obtain the use of a mobile police station.   
The Chippenham area will see the current North and West Rural areas merge and be managed by one Community Beat Manager (Heather Barham). Chippenham will be run under the supervision and guidance of Sergeant Allan George who will be joining us from Divisional Headquarters, Melksham.  Although the team is responsible for the Chippenham rural area, for better operational efficiency they will work out of Corsham Police Station.

The decision to review the neighbourhood police teams and areas has not been taken lightly and is aimed at providing an improved local police service.  

More information can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.

Thanks were relayed to PC Barham for her time.    


	10.09
	PRECEPT AND FINANCIAL ACCOUNT
The Chairman reported that Bank Accounts as at 24 March 2009 were as follows:

Current account

£1,496.74
Deposit Account

£ 8,582.31
Petty Cash
£37.56
Total

£10,116.61
The Precept last year (2008/2009) was set at £19,038 in order to 
· Continue to pay off the Public Works Loan for the village footpath

· Hold £500 in general reserves

· Provide training for members due to the changes (One Council)

· Continue to keep clear local Rights of Way including complete weed control on the safe route to school.
There has been no increase to the Precept for 2009/2010, which has been set at £19,038. 


	11.09

	LYTES ALMSHOUSES, KINGTON St. MICHAEL, REPORT

Cllr. Mrs. Betty Bird, as Chairman of the Almshouses Trust Committee Reported the following:

During the year the extensions to the two end Almshouses have been completed and the two residents are enjoying the extra space.  One was able to have members of his family to a Christmas meal.  The extensions have been funded by accumulated funds, a £5000 grant and smaller grants.  The rest is being paid off with a bank loan so any donations would be very welcome.

Cllr Bird went on to say that one resident of Kington Langley, having rented a cottage for over 20 years was asked to leave so that the owner could sell – is now happily living in one of the central almshouses.

Under the community pay back scheme a small group of offenders is repairing the stone wall at the end of the allotments under supervision.

The chairman thanked Councillor Bird for giving the update on the Almshouses. 


	12.09
	LANGLEY FITZURSE SCHOOL
Mrs. Sue Lear the new School Head Teacher thanked all for inviting her to the meeting and reported on the following:

The strong links between the school and the community had become apparent and after 35 years of teaching realises that she has a good team beside her with good support from the village community and she wishes to put something back into the community.  A new chairman of the governors has been appointed and has fitted in well.  She wishes to introduce small but important changes during the coming year.  One of the main issues she wishes to address is the cars to and from the school. There are 116 children who attend the school and 60% are from out of the village.  A School Travel Plan has been started and she has met with a representative of WCC who informed her that funding can be obtained to assist a Travel Plan and this is to be put in place by March 2010.  The aim is to reduce non essential car journeys to and from the school and to look to increase walking, park and stride and cycling to school with the appropriate training.  A representative from the Parish Council would be beneficial to the plan.  A drop off zone was mentioned and Mrs Lear explained that this was the second part of the plan – whereby parents would pull up, not stay, drop off their child/children when the children will be escorted safely into the school.  

The Chairman thanked Mrs Lear for giving her report and assured her that the Parish Council would be in touch to talk about what assistance the Parish Council could offer towards the Travel Plan.   


	13.09
	RIGHTS OF WAY REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:

Path 34 a Byway is well used and unfortunately in some instances ill-used; he referred to the perennial complaint of dog mess.  It is a legal requirement that persons walking dogs remove and carry away dog droppings.  This Byway has been the centre of some discussion regarding restricted access, some for and some against; however, as no hard evidence has been produced to go forward to apply to restrict access the status quo applies.
There has also been discussion with regard to maintenance, improvements and/or re-instatement of certain paths; any changes would require finance, unlikely to be forthcoming at the present time.

He added that we do appreciate the effort put in by landowners who maintain access to Rights of Way over their property.  Conversely we may need to take action where landowners restrict or bar or make it difficult to access what is a Right of Way.

Any problems can be addressed to Councillor Gill on 01249 750089 or dennis.gill@kingtonlangley.org 



	14.09

	NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:
Last year he had commented on the apparent lack of interest in Neighbourhood Watch, this resulted in one query (from an area presently covered).  The current majority of scheme co-ordinators have been doing the work for over twenty years.  It would appear the only connection most require is to claim for insurance discount, being in a NHW area.
NHW is not the same as Neighbourhood Policing.  NHW relies on those resident and having local knowledge of the area making a small contribution to village wellbeing; policing on the other hand is a team of one constable and two police community support officers (if available) covering Chippenham Rural North and West Villages operating out of Corsham.

Last year we were moved from Chippenham to Corsham in line with neighbourhood policing; subsequently we had the inaugural Corsham meeting on 10th February 2009 at which it was announced that we would return to Chippenham.  He attended a meeting in Chippenham on 4th March, since when we have been included in the information loop.

He will continue to communicate with scheme co-ordinators so that information reaches them as early as possible; for the village I will communicate via the Village Magazine and Website. 

A query regarding obtaining Neighbourhood Watch signs was asked and Councillor Gill agreed that he would try to obtain some.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Gill for presenting this report.


	15.09

	PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION
Mr. Brian Boyce provided an update on the Playing Fields Association.  Covering:

Change of Officers with the resignation of John Foster and the retiring Pauline Gann.

Children’s Play Area – with the help of grant aid this project is now completed

Sporting events including: Football Cricket, Tennis, Croquet – all bringing in some much needed funds 

Vandalism – Suffered this during the last year.  CCTV would be of assistance but funding is necessary for this

Finance – Balance of £3,300.  A fundraising Ceilidh at the village hall will be held on the 16th May and the Scarecrow Weekend Committee has authorised a proportion of the funds raised during the weekend to be donated to the KLPFA.   (A copy of the full report is held on file.)
The Chairman thanked Mr Boyce for presenting the report.


	16.09
	VILLAGE HALL REPORT
Cllr. Dennis Gill reported the following:
The hall has had another successful year, maintaining a high level of usage.  This year the Kington Langley Film Society was formed and is now one of the many regular users.  We have maintained a healthy financial position due to regular income, grants and the 150 club.  

Over the past year we have replaced the old boiler, updated the heating and water systems (NWDC grant and 150 club), updated the toilets including new hand driers (hall finance), Installation of new window openers (150 club), installation of a film screen (Film Society and 150 club) and an improvement to the speaker system (NAFDAS).

A number of village events have been put on over the past year, some more successful than others, but a good variety especially ‘Helping Hands’ for the excellent Christmas dinner and entertainment.

He thanked the committee for all the hard work they put in to run and maintain the hall for the benefit of the village, a special thanks to Bridget and Tony Di Vittori who are leaving the committee for a rest after being our Booking Clerk and Treasurer.  Fortunately we have two new volunteers for these important positions.
150 Club, despite the loss of a few subscribers, have managed to increase the subscribers from 181 to 184.  Two thirds of the subscribers are villagers and one third from outside Kington Langley.  As said earlier the Club has contributed to a number of improvements during the past year.

The chairman thanked Councillor Gill for presenting this report.


	
	CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors for all the work covered in the past year; also thanked the Rev. John Schofield for the use of the chapel.  There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm
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