MINUTES OF KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY 13 AUGUST 2007
PRESENT:  Cllr. Peter Hart (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs. Lynn Atwell, Cllr. Mrs. Betty Bird, Cllr. J Foster, Cllr. Mrs. Val Giles, Cllr. Dennis Gill, Cllr. D Styles, and Cllr. Rev. John Schofield. District Councillor Mrs. Sherry Meadows, Mrs. Sue Hart (Clerk) plus one member of the public.
APOLOGIES for absence were received by Cllr. Mrs. Jane Scott
	087.07
                    
	RESIDENTS FORUM

Mr. Tony Di-Vittori asked the Parish Council whether the current month’s agenda and the previous month’s minutes could be found on the Parish Council website. The agenda is not currently put on the site, but it was agreed that in future the Clerk would arrange for it to be done at the same time as it is posted on the noticeboards. Draft Minutes however were not put on the website in advance of being signed off by the Parish Council.
Mr. Di-Vittori also asked if more information would be forthcoming regarding the proposed registration of the Village Greens, in particular, which areas of the village were Registered Commons and what would the effect of registering greens be on rights of access across the land, e.g., by farmers to their fields. The Clerk said that everything was still in the earliest stages and she was in the process of obtaining more information from the Open Spaces Society. She would put more information in the Village Magazine as it became available.

	ACTION

Clerk / Cllr. G Trickey

Clerk

	088.07
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None. 


	

	089.07
	MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on 9 July 2007 were circulated to all Councillors. On a proposal from Cllr. John Schofield, seconded by Cllr. Don Styles, IT WAS RESOLVED that the Chairman, Cllr. Peter Hart, sign the Minutes as a correct record.


	

	090.07

	MATTERS ARISING 

Minutes 086.07(a) – Milestones Renovation: Cllr. Dennis Gill said that he had been in touch with the Kington St. Michael resident but it did not appear that much help was likely to be forthcoming with getting anything done to renovate our milestones.

	

	091.07


	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Cllr. Hart said that the activities he had been involved with over the past month would be covered by other items on the agenda.

	

	092.07


	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk confirmed that she was working on the possibility of Village Greens Registration and would continue to acquire more information to determine feasibility and likely sites.

	Clerk



	093.07

	PLANNING 

(a) Planning Issues:  
· A letter has been received from Mr. Les Weir dated 16 July 2007, reference Planning Application 07/01598/FUL Grafton, Plough Lane, expressing concern about the Parish Council’s comments regarding over-development of the site in view of the fact that the neighbouring property, Grafton, has been extended to the boundaries on both sides. 

· APP/J3910/A/07/2049526 Notice of Appeal by Mrs. A Vincent, Site at Lypgate, Kington Langley. Comments need to be received by 5 September 2007.
(b) Planning Applications decided by North Wiltshire District Council: 

07/01210/FUL Allington Distribution Site, Malmesbury Road - Extension of existing water distribution site, construct new reservoir & associated infrastructure. 

Consent Granted – 28 June 07
07/01340/FUL Land off Church Lane, Kington Langley - Erection of 2 detached dwellings following demolition of existing bungalow. 

Permission Refused – 1 August 07
Reasons for Refusal: Contrary to Core Policy C3 and Policy HE1 of NWDC Local Plan 2011 by reason of size scale and site layout and would have an adverse impact on the amenity of the Conservation Area.

07/01490/FUL Steinbrook Stables, Swindon Road – Erection of Garages and Workshop Building. 

Application Withdrawn – 25 July 07
07/01598/FUL Glenhaven, Plough Lane – Demolish existing dwelling and erect 2 detached houses garages and access. 

Permission Refused – 6 August 07
Reasons for Refusal: Contrary to Policies C2 and H6 of NWDC Local Plan 2011 and NW Local Development Framework Affordable Housing SPD (Aug 07) as the proposal makes no provision for affordable housing.

07/01657/TCA The Barn Ashes Lane – Crown reduction of Horse Chestnut Tree [at Gate Farm]. 

Consent Granted – 8 June 07
Planning Application Recommendations decided under powers delegated to the Parish Clerk:  None.
(c) Planning Applications for consideration: 

Reissued Planning Applications:  
07/01340/FUL Land off Church Lane, Kington Langley. Erection of two detached dwellings following the demolition of the existing bungalow (Amended Plans – 25 July 2007)

Superceded by Devt. Control
Commitee Decision
New Applications:

07/01983/FUL Highfield House, Parkers Lane – Erection of Two Storey Side Extension
Supported with comments
Councillors questioned whether the choice of materials in designing a modern brick extension to a stone built house was is in keeping with the rest of the property and other properties in the lane.
07/02015/FUL – 2 Kington St Michael Road – Erection of a 2-storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey block and construction of detached double garage in rear garden. 

Supported

07/02016/FUL – 3 Kington St Michael Road – Erection of a 2-storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey block and construction of detached double garage in rear garden.
Supported


	Chairman
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk


	094.07
	COMMONS EROSION PROJECT
Cllr. Hart said that as a result of letters sent to attendees at the Annual Parish Meeting and the letter inserted in last month’s Village Magazine, Promises now stand at £3,815. More letters were to be sent. Cllr. Rev. John Schofield suggested that in order to achieve the target amount another insert could be put into the next month’s Village Magazine. 
A letter has been received from Mrs. Celia Trickey objecting to either stones or kerbstones on the second side of the Commons. However, Councillors felt that this was contrary to the wishes expressed by most villagers attending the Annual Parish Meeting in March 2007. Cllr. Mrs. Lynn Atwell said that traffic was far worse now and something did need to be done to slow it down.
Cllr. John Foster asked whether there should be two projects, one for the kerbing and one for the stones. However, Cllr. Hart pointed out that it would not be possible to go back to the Area 3 Committee for two grants for the same project. Cllr. Foster said that he could obtain a single stone from one of the quarries in order that villagers could see how the final result might look.


	Clerk

Cllr. J Foster

	095.07
	FINANCE

(a) Cheques issued and transfers made since 9 July 2007 meeting:

13 Aug 

Clerk Salary – July

988

£333.37

13 Aug

S Hart – Printer Cartridge Reimbursement

989

£90.46

13 Aug

Lexis Nexis Butterworths – Book Carriage

990

£3.00

13 Aug

Village Hall Donation – Part 1

991

£325.00

13 Aug

Playing Fields Committee Donation – Part 1

992

£375.00

13 Aug
Open Spaces Society – Greens Registration Booklet
993
£10.00

£1,136.83

Payments Received: 
21 July

Village Hall

Loan Repayment

£656.00

25 May

HM Revenue & Excise

VAT Refund 2006-7 Second Half

£173.57

30 July

Villager

Donation to Promises Fund

£110.00

Transfers Made: None.

Direct Debits Paid: 
6 August

Public Works Loan Board – Footpath & Village Hall Loans

£2,039.90

Invoices for the above cheques had been inspected and approved by the signatories. On a proposal from Cllr. Don Styles, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Lynn Atwell, IT WAS RESOLVED that cheques numbered 988 - 993 be approved by the meeting. 

(b) Bank accounts: The last reconciliation had been successfully carried out on the 7th August 2007.
Bank Accounts and Petty Cash as at 31 July 2007:
Current account

£5,737.21

Deposit account

£6,765.74

Petty cash

£10.76

Total:

£12,513.71

(c) Grants / Other Financial Actions: None.
(d) Payments to Councillors:
A question has been raised regarding whether councillors can bid for the maintenance work for which the Council had currently been unable to find volunteers. Following discussion it was agreed that such activities could be perceived as favouritism and that councillors should been seen to be above suspicion. As many councillors have already provided much support to the village as goodwill, it was agreed that this consistency should be maintained.
On a proposal from Cllr. Rev. John Schofield, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Lynn Atwell, IT WAS RESOLVED that councillors should not receive payment for work carried out for the Parish Council.
It was agreed that next year’s Precept should have a figure included for Village Maintenance.

	Clerk

	096.07
	CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Received: None.
Sent: None.  
(b) Circulated to Parish Council:
· WALC Newsletter, July 2007

· Wiltshire News, July 2007 (e-mail)

· WCC One Council for Wiltshire, 26 July 2007 (e-mail)

· Community First, First News, Summer 2007

· Community First, Annual Review (Apr 2006 – Mar 2007)

· Wiltshire News, August 2007 (e-mail)

	

	097.07
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a) Cllr. Don Styles asked whether allotments were available in the village, specifically would the land behind Fairleigh Rise be a possibility. Cllr. Hart said that the area had been investigated in the past but the farmer had been unwilling to release this land even for a nature reserve. Allotments in Kington St. Michael were a possibility but it was believed that they were all taken. It was agreed that the Clerk would put a notice in the Village Magazine asking if anyone in the village had land they would be willing to make available.
(b) Cllr. Hart said there have been recent cases of dogs being made ill by poisoned bait on the byway. It was agreed that the Clerk would put a notice in the village magazine warning people to be careful and that the Chairman would write to farmers asking for their information.
(c) Cllr. John Schofield asked who was responsible for maintaining the road signs in the village, particularly the one by Middle Common and Ashes Lane. The Clerk was asked to investigate.
(d) Cllr. John Schofield said that due to family commitments he would have to stand down as Vice-Chairman. The Clerk was asked to put the election of a new Vice-Chairman as an Agenda item for next month’s Parish Council meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.47.
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