DRAFT
KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINGTON LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2011 THAT COMMENCED AT 7.45PM

PRESENT: Cllrs Dr. M Dixson - Chairman, Cllrs D Gill, Mrs B Bird, Mrs L Reynolds, S Duffill, J Foster, C Timbrell, Mrs J Carrington, Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman + 14 members of the public and Mrs. S Webb - Clerk. 

Public Question Time – The majority of public present were interested in item 5 of the agenda (A350 Duel Carriageway) and the options given for consideration.  Comments and concerns were received from D Sealy, T Hewlett, T Royal, J Taylor, Sue Newton and Mr Herbert.  All living in the vicinity of the A350 and needing to access the road via lanes or drives that lead to their properties.  The Concerns were: 
The speed of the traffic, incorrectly positioned signage, pedestrian safety if gaps are closed, increased speed if gaps are closed, emergency vehicle access/egress, farm vehicles would need to travel up to either the Morrisons roundabout or the M4 roundabout if gaps are closed causing more congestion and possible accidents.  
Councillor Greenman mentioned that new proposals were to be drafted for consultation and that he was interested to hear all the above comments on this subject and would report back to the Officers involved in this issue.  

The Chairman thanked all for their comments and assured them that their comments would be taken into consideration when discussing this during the meeting.  

Other issues mentioned - Mr Weston mentioned that the notice board on the village hall was unreadable from the road and the path was dangerously slippery due to moss.  Councillor Gill agreed to rectify this.

A member of the local W I asked if the Parish Council intended to arrange any event for the Queens Diamond Jubilee.  The Clerk mentioned that £500 had been included in the budget and Councillor Jane Carrington mentioned that she had placed an advert in the local magazine seeking helpers to form a committee but there was no response.  (see minutes No. 171 below) 

M I N U T E S 
	168.11
	Apologies for absence. - Received from Cllr G Trickey


	169.11
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Dixson declared a personal interest in item 7 of the agenda planning application No. N/11/03659/FUL - COU from agricultural land to residential at Holly House, K L.  Gave useful information but did not vote.    



	170.11
	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on the 14th November 2011 were signed by the Chairman and adopted as a true record.    


	171.11
	Matters Arising and actions from last minutes. 
Drainage issues - This is ongoing work in progress.  

Lower Common - Danny Everett of Wiltshire Council has the matter in hand.  D E emailed saying that the grill had been delivered and he would check it has been installed.  To be chased - A Clerk   

Church Lane/Days Lane/Silver Street - W C has now operated the vector and has located the problem areas which are not too dramatic. Kristian Price has been contacted and it is up to the land owners to carry out the repairs to the ditch at the rear of Silver Street to correct the problem at Willow House. This to be done in the Autumn.  An email from K P received saying that as part of the Council’s review of highways and streetscene work in the north of the County one of his colleagues is now taking part in a pilot project in the Chippenham community area parishes and he will appraise him of the matters at hand in Kington Langley. - Martin Cook is now dealing with this issue.  An update has been requested on several occasions with no response - to be chased A Clerk.  A thank you letter to be sent to K P for his assistance in such matters.  A Clerk 
Speed Indicator Devices (SID) Following a successful metro count enquiries were made with a view to joining a Speedwatch Team.  Speedwatch Co-ordinator informed of metro count results and the results did not reach the criteria for speedwatch.  This issue is now closed. 
Location of Grass Crete - The location of the grass crete has now been verified. Following notices the school has been approached and parents are being encouraged to use the area.  A notice to go into the local magazine thanking those parents who are using it and encourage others to do so.  A Cllr Reynolds. 

Erosion of verges and edges of commons - Nothing reported. To be taken off until spring 2012. 
Himalayan Balsam - Plants are on the edge of the ditch opposite the Hit or Miss P H. - The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust has been approached and will assist in its removal in March.  This issue can now be removed.  
Issues on the Kington St. Michael Road - Speeding traffic, bad state of repair on footpath and bad visibility when crossing the road on Kington St. Michael Road, K L - These matters have been reported as issues to the Area Board.  With a view to eventual enforced speed control being introduced, the footpath to be made safe and the visibility to be improved.  Pedestrian safety at traffic lights has also become an issue and has been reported to the Area Board.  Footpath - forwarded to the Area Highways Engineer for attention and speeding traffic at Kington St. Michael Rd this enquiry has been passed to the Road Safety Unit for action. - On going.    

Finance - A Jubilee Committee to be formed.  Possible helpers to be approached (local organisations in the village such as Helping Hands, W.I and the Scarecrow committee).  also the school.  It was suggested to hold a party on the common.  This to be researched and reported back to the P C A Cllr Carrington. 

Top of Silver Street - Cllr Foster reported that this was on Wiltshire Council’s schedule for resurfacing. To be chased - A Cllr Foster.  



	172.11
	A350 Duel Carriageway north of Chippenham - central reserve crossing points. 
a) A350 Dual Carriageway - central reserve crossing points - Wiltshire Council is seeking the view of the Parish Council on options to be considered which include 
1) maintaining the crossing points as they are, 
2) prohibiting U turn movements through signing
3)  and completely closing the crossing points 

The review covers the full length of the A350 from Plough Crossroads in the south to the M4.
Cllr Greenman mentioned that to put a pedestrian crossing at the traffic lights would cost in the region of £100,000 as LED lights would need to be installed - therefore it was not likely that this would be an option.  However it was suggested that an increase on the green light time would be a possible option. The next steps would be further options with further consultation - it was suggested that a public meeting be held at Kington Langley.  Cllr Greenman to pursue this
Discussions then took place on the above options and it was felt that two of the options would not solve any real safety issues.  However, the prohibition of U turns would help and was strongly supported.  It was resolved that the following be relayed to Wiltshire Council:

a) That as the A350 runs through the village of Kington Langley a policed 50mph speed limit be introduced.

b) No gaps to be closed as this would only encourage increased speeding and would mean that farm traffic would need to travel to the roundabouts and therefore would possibly invite accidents.

c) The prohibition of U turns should be clearly signed.

A letter to be drafted - A Clerk  


	173.11
	Wiltshire Council report

Cllr Howard Greenman had nothing further to report.  
The Clerk reported that the Parish Steward had cleared the Gullies during October.   



	174.11
	Planning Matters.
Bowldown Farm, Days Lane - Due to inaccuracies in the sales prospectus of Fox Grant Estate Agents who is marketing the property.  It was resolved to write a letter to Fox Grant to bring these inaccuracies to their attention.  The support of members was previously sought and the letter has been sent.   
· Wiltshire Council Planning Decisions
11/03633/FUL - Removal of part stone wall to provide alterations to access - Harting, Silver St, K L - Void
11/03467/FUL Kington Langley Village Hall - Installation of Solar Panels to south roof slope - Permitted. 
11/03466/TCA Vicory Hs, Church Rd, K L - Tree works to 1 Yew, 1 Oak, 1 Douglas Fir, 1 Leylandi and fell 2 Elms and 3 Leylandi trees - Permitted. 
· Application for consideration
N/11/03633/FUL as above - now void
N/11/03634/CAC Removal of part stone wall to provide alterations to access - at Harting, Silver Street, K L - It was resolved to support this application.
N/11/03537/FUL - Installation of 216 panel ground mounted solar array at Whitelands Farm, K L - It was resolved to support this application
N/11/03785/S73A COU of land from agriculture to garden, erection of domestic shed and associated works (retrospective) at 15 Wayside close K L.  The applicant was invited to give an up to date report.  He informed members that a site visit had taken place and the Planning Officer and others present had passed positive comments. The immediate neighbours had been notified and to date no objections received.  
Following discussions, It was resolved to support this application but the following rider be introduced That a covenant be added to the Deeds of the property to the effect that no property development is to take place on this site. 
N/11/03807/S73A Extension to dwelling, dentistry building and horsewalker (part retrospective) cover existing riding arena and COU of stables to staff accommodation at The Stables, Ashes Lane, K L.  It was resolved to support this application.
N/11/03659/FUL - COU from agricultural land to residential garden at Holly House, Ashes Lane, K L.  Cllr Dixson explained the situation and then handed the chair to Cllr Gill.  
Following discussions it was resolved to support this application but the following riders to be introduced. - 1) that the ditch is to remain free flowing and is not to be interfered with as this is important drainage and 2) that a covenant be added to the Deeds of the property saying that no property development is to take place on this site.
N/11/03921/TCA - Fell 3 Silver Birchs & reduction to 1 Silver Birch at 8 Overdale, Upper Common, K L - It was resolved to support this application.  


	175.11
	Chairman’s Business 
Cllr M Dixson reported on the following:
a) That WPC Heather Barham had retired from the Police Force.  Her replacement is Emma Higgins.  A letter wishing Heather good luck to be sent A Clerk 

b) Sue Lear is retiring from the School in the Spring of 2012
c) Chippenham Area Parish Forum attended on 30th November. It was useful networking.  Issues such as charitable donations and the Boundary Commission response were discussed.  Meetings are to be held quarterly and any council member is welcome to attend.

d) Through the Chair, Cllr Bird mentioned the new format of the renting of the Alms Houses.  It will now be open to Wiltshire residents and the selecting will be the duty of the committee.    


	176.11
	Village Hall. 
Cllr Duffill reported that the plans had been permitted for the solar panels however this project is on review and will be discussed in the new year.


	177.11
	Village Pond. 
Cllr Timbrell reported that the pond was looking good.  This will no longer be an ongoing agenda item.


	178.11
	Finance

a) Receipts since 14th November 2011 – £31.15
b) Payments approved since 14th November 2011 amounted to  - £1,073.67 
c) Bank Account balances as at 5th December – Deposit Account - £13,594.78, EMR £2,334.00.  Current Account - £2,929.22 - total £18,858.00

A report of the above was previously circulated.
d) The second draft of 2012/2013 budget had been previously circulated.  Estimated proposed income including £2,407 from reserves amount to £22,159.  Proposed expenditure - £22,159. - it was resolved to accept this budget. 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the usual efficiency and clarity with which she had prepared and presented the Budget. 


	179.11
	Correspondence received/actions to take

a) Letter from Wiltshire Council regarding Proposed Dog Control Orders - copy previously circulated. - Noted. 


	180.11
	Exchange of Information/Agenda items for meeting 9th January 2012 
Cllr Gill reported that the kerbing opposite the school was in need of some attention - Cllr Timbrell volunteered to correct this.
Cllr Foster mentioned the Localism Bill. - This will replace the S106 on developments. - He explained that if development is planned in a local area a levy can be introduced in favour of the parish. Also, any assets County own that may be sold the Parish can delay a sale by 6 months and if wished look to raise the money to purchase. More research is to be carried out and this to be an agenda item for the January meeting A Cllr Foster.  


Meeting closed at 9.32pm 
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